2024 Hall of Fame Inductee
GARY RIVERS

Gary Mitchell Rivers is a pillar of education in Henderson County, having profoundly impacted
the lives of numerous students. He has been instrumental in reducing dropout rates, educating
youth about diversity and Black history, and inspiring many to reach their fullest potential. Born
in Hendersonville in 1956 to Clinton and Ruby Rivers, he was among the pioneering Black
students to integrate Bruce Drysdale School.

From 1984 to 1999, upon his return to the county as an educator, his dedication surpassed merely
teaching health and physical education. Collaborating with his mother, Ruby, he initiated
programs aimed at supporting vulnerable students. Their efforts were exemplified by the
implementation of two intertwined initiatives: the Youth Academic Enhancement (YAE)
Program, providing tutoring to aid students with their studies, and Project EDGE, generously
funded and sponsored by General Electric. Gary played a pivotal role in shaping the lives of
many young individuals, such as Thomas Blair Craven, who described him as "one of the only
positive black role models in my life, a sentiment echoed by many of my peers at the time."
Through his roles as a teacher, coach, and counselor, Gary left an indelible mark on numerous
lives in Henderson County.

Gary's impact transcended the confines of the classroom, extending onto the athletic field where
he coached basketball, baseball, and football, all while serving as a mentor to his students
through sports. Following a stint in Bermuda, where he continued his teaching and coaching
endeavors, Gary returned to Hendersonville to assume the role of Director of Minority Services,
emerging as a staunch advocate for diversity at Blue Ridge Community College. His
commitment to fostering inclusivity remains evident as he continues to motivate students at
Hendersonville High School, returning to discuss diversity, offer scholarships, and organize
events like the MLK Breakfast, which raises funds for minority scholarships. Moreover, during
his tenure at Blue Ridge Community College, Gary initiated "Tea with G," an event aimed at
fostering unity and providing minority students with a sense of community and a safe space for
open dialogue. Gary Rivers embodies the essence of an educator, leaving behind a legacy
characterized by positive change and inspiration.
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