2024 Hall of Fame Inductee
CINDY ELLIS

Cynthia K. Ellis is a dedicated educator that has fostered a love of learning in countless students
through her innovative teaching methods and unwavering support for teachers and students. Mrs.
Ellis consistently sought to expand her knowledge and further educate herself to better benefit
her students.

Her 13-year career at Henderson County Schools (HCPS) was filled with significant
contributions. Mrs. Ellis started her career in the classroom at Glenn C. Marlow Elementary
where she taught for 3 years. Her ability to listen intentionally served her well as she moved out
of her classroom position and on to become a mentor in many elementary classrooms.

In the fall of 2005, Mrs. Ellis became one of the three original elementary instructional coaches
in HCPS. During her 8 years as an instructional coach, Mrs. Ellis not only was a pivotal part of
the curation of the program, but also set the milestones for HCPS instructional coaches today.
She mentored new coaches joining the program and created a professional development program
specifically for first year teachers, known as the “Beginning Teacher Initiative.” She was also
instrumental in the countywide implementation of the “Learning Focused” instructional
framework which impacted how HCPS teachers delivered instruction to best meet the needs of
students. Additionally, Mrs. Ellis participated in the writing and implementation of the 3-5 grade
Benchmark assessments.

As an instructional coach, Mrs. Ellis played a key role in the "Developing Mathematical Ideas"
class, focusing on building systems of Tens. In this capacity, she provided cutting-edge math
professional development for HCPS teachers, encouraging hands-on math that fosters
connections and allows students to flexibly maneuver their way around the number system.

After serving in her role as an Instructional Coach, Mrs. Ellis moved on to be a Curriculum
Specialist at Bruce Drysdale for 6 years and later served a 2-year tenure as Lead
Teacher/Assistant Principal at Sugarloaf Elementary. One of her notable achievements during her
tenure as assistant principal was assisting with the implementation of Leader in Me at the school,
which has since been adopted by 13 other schools in the county.

After leaving her role as assistant principal, Mrs. Ellis eventually returned to coaching because
curriculum and instruction remained close to her heart. Cindy touched the lives of all the students
she taught, but more than that, she impacted the lives of so many other students through her
mentoring, leadership, and instruction of other teachers.
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