
As Glenn C. Marlow Elementary’s very first principal in 1999, Joseph Tamer had the 
exciting and daunting task of hand-picking staff who would set the tone for the inaugural 
year – and the continued culture of a school named for a local education legend.  
 
The humble, gentle leader rose to the challenge, and is credited with skillfully assembling a 
cohesive team with members who complemented one another’s strengths, and cultivating a 
“spirit of kindness” that still leads the Buckaroo Crew’s actions today.  
 
“One of (Tamer’s) famous interview questions was, ‘If you go to the zoo and it’s about to 
close, would you go visit the monkeys or tigers – and why?’” says Sheena Greiner, one of 
Tamer’s teachers. “At the time, this seemed like a silly question, but he was really judging 
personality types and ensuring he had some people that were both creative and analytical 
for a well-rounded staff.” 
 
“He knew that Marlow Elementary had to represent what Mr. Glenn C. Marlow meant to 
education in Henderson County, and he embodied this in the staff he hired, the culture of 
the school, and in his everyday actions,” says Shannon Marlowe, whom Tamer hired as the 
school’s Lead Teacher in 2006. 
 
Tamer daily modeled the Marlow High Five (to be Safe, Kind, Respectful, Responsible, and 
Mindful) and personified John Maxwell’s quote, “Children don’t care how much you know 
until they know how much you care,” – making important student connections that are 
remembered today. 
 
“I will never forget his voice over the intercom every morning shouting, ‘Gooooood 
Morning, Buckaroos!’ or our exchanges in the hallway where he would ask if he could cut 
off my pony tail and have it for himself since he was lacking hair,” says Megan Raxter Dorn, 
who had Tamer as her principal all her elementary school years.  
 
“I feel that his love of education and excitement to be in that building every day helped 
mold my entire view on education,” Raxter Dorn says. “I was excited to come to school 
because he made it enjoyable.” 
 
Tamer’s commitment to an enjoyable education was a holdover from his teaching days in 
South Carolina and in Henderson County Public Schools at Flat Rock Junior High (1989-93) 
and Apple Valley Middle (1993-94).  Then Tamer’s supervisor, HCPS Superintendent Bo 
Caldwell says Tamer’s classrooms were “packed with student engagement” and smiling 
students. “Joe’s gifts in the classroom were a mere reflection of the passion he exhibited for 
life,” Caldwell says.  
 
Throughout Tamer’s leadership and under the tutelage of his hand-selected staff, Glenn C. 
Marlow students excelled academically – earning high rankings for their proficiency from 
the N.C. Department of Public Instruction. Each year from 1999-2002, and again from 
2005-07, the school earned the “School of Distinction” designation, and was a “School of 
Excellence” from 2002-05. 
 



During his tenure, Tamer himself was named NCAAHPERD (N.C. Alliance for Athletics, 
Health Physical Education, Recreation and Dance) Principal of the Year (2002); HCPS 
Principal of the Year (2004); and Wachovia District Principal of the Year (2005). 
 
Tamer’s tradition of excellence continues at Glenn C. Marlow, which was named a 2018 
National Blue Ribbon School in the U.S. Department of Education program that annually 
recognizes outstanding schools.  
 
And, Tamer’s caring, nurturing leadership style and spirit of kindness are ingrained in 
Marlow’s history and halls today. Current staff members say, “His legacy lives on, as we 
make sure the students who come to Marlow feel love and respected, just as he made us all 
feel.”  


