
Just after graduating from Western Carolina University in 1958, Mrs. Barnwell began her 30 years in 
education as an 8th grade teacher at Flat Rock High School. She continued at the school after it became East 
Henderson High in 1960, and taught the gamut of math and science courses – while advancing her own 
studies and earning two Masters degrees from her alma mater. 
 
Years later, Mrs. Barnwell’s students recognize her commitment to provide them with the best education 
spurred her to continue her own studies and challenge herself. “From going back to school to earn an 
additional Master’s Degree or Advanced Certification in Gifted Education, or going to state science 
conferences …  Mrs. Barnwell wanted to better herself in the classroom,” writes former student Peggy 
Marshall (Principal, Sugarloaf Elementary).  
 
Mrs. Barnwell’s efforts earned her membership to prestigious national and state education associations, 
scholarships, and the respect of her students. But it was the individualized attention she gave, her teaching 
style, and accessibility that earned Mrs. Barnwell a rapport with students that was evident to her colleagues. 
Former student Lynn Metcalf (Director for Exceptional Children, HCPS) recalls, “Mrs. Barnwell made 
connections with and inspired students to learn because of the time she took to show a specific interest in 
them.” Colleague Virginia Haynes (Social Studies teacher, East Henderson High) writes, “Often when I was in 
the copy room, I would hear June giving a lecture … I would stick my head in and watch the students as they 
lit up when they grasped the concept or heard the explanations she gave.” Mrs. Barnwell was recognized by 
her peers and the system for her hard work and was named Henderson County Teacher of the Year in the 
1986-1987 school year.   
 
Mrs. Barnwell was dedicated to the advancement of her student’s education and even added an Advanced 
Chemistry class when her students accelerated beyond the existing science courses offered at the school. Mrs. 
Barnwell was a pioneer in connecting science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) with local 
businesses, providing students opportunities to discover real-world science applications at DuPont, Akzona 
Inc., and the Olin Corporation. 
 
Beyond the classroom, Mrs. Barnwell was instrumental in making new teachers and young administrators 
feel welcome at the school and easing their adjustment. Retired HCPS Assistant Superintendent Dr. Kathy 
Revis recalls how, during her first solo leadership role as a high school summer school principal at East 
Henderson High, Mrs. Barnwell provided support, and again when Dr. Revis became Assistant Principal. “Very 
quickly, Mrs. Barnwell reached out to me with her steady, calm, and wise hand to support me in this 
transition,” Dr. Revis writes. “She was an outstanding teacher-leader in the school.” 
 
Mrs. Marshall writes, “I am thankful to have learned under the leadership of service of Mrs. Barnwell, as she 
inspired me to become an educator myself and to come back to serve ‘my mountains, my people, and…my 
students’”.  


